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Village to provide residents and businesses $60 Credit on water bills
From health concerns and financial strains to 
social distancing and remote learning, the 
past couple of months have upended 
everyone's lives. The Village Board of 
Trustees recognizes the unique challenges 
our community faces, and has voted to issue 
a credit toward reducing u�lity costs. Every 
household and business address will 
automa�cally receive a $60 credit for water 
billing costs ($30 each month during the June 

and July billing cycles) from the Village's 
water fund reserves. “We're always looking 
for ways to help our residents,” Village 
President Steve Ward said. “And this is such 
an efficient way to provide everyone with an 
equal amount.” 

How You Will Receive the Credit
The June and July u�lity bills will mail to 
households by the tenth of each month. The 
bill will include a line called CREDIT and it will 

Con�nued on Page 2

everyone deserves
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Covid-19 precautions bring difficult decisions: riverfest and other events canceled
 The Parks and Recrea�on Department 
has worked to implement alterna�ve 
programming op�ons and ac�vi�es 
(southelgin.com/virtualprogramming), and 
at the �me of prin�ng this newsle�er, 
we’re hoping to add more events as the 
summer unfolds. 

 While the Village Board of Trustees 
opted to cancel these recrea�onal 
opportuni�es, please know the decision 
was never taken lightly. “We all want to go 
to the parade or Riverfest,” said Village 
President Steve Ward. “But what we 
needed to do is keep our community safe.” 

This is not the spring/summer anyone 
wanted. The Village looked forward to 
celebra�ng our annual 4th of July parade, 
the 25th anniversary of Tuna Kahuna, 
Riverfest, unveiling our new Panton Mill 
Park (see photos, page 4-5) and other 
community events. 

 We thank everyone for working so 
hard to maintain social distancing and 
respect for the health of your neighbors 
and friends. Village President Ward is 
already looking ahead. He said, “We will 
come back next year with even more to 
offer!” 

Everyone deserves a bit more credit

 For residents who do not pay their water bill directly to the Village because 
a property owner or homeowner's associa�on pays the bill, please reach out to 
the person handling the payment to determine if you're en�tled to receive the 
credit.
 “The Board and I care about our community. We live here and we wanted 
to help in some way.” said Mayor Ward. “When we talked about this credit, 
every Trustee was immediately onboard.” 

display the $30 credit (Note: for those receiving Senior Credit the total will 
display as $32). The same credit is provided to residents and businesses paying 
online or via automa�c deduc�on. “We did our best to make sure this credit 
was on every account,” said Administra�ve Services Director, Megan Golden. 
“But if for some reason you do not see it on your bill, please let us know so we 
can fix it as soon as possible.”

June and July water bills will include $30 credits for all South Elgin households and businesses.

In mid-March, the Village established 
an informa�onal webpage dedicated to 
local, regional, statewide and na�onal  
resources. When you visit 
www.southelgin.com/coronavirus, you 
will find links to health departments, 
small business resources and a variety 
of updates regarding Village services 
and ac�vi�es that could affect you. 
Stay healthy South Elgin. 

southelgin.com/coronavirus

In uncertain times, joy and generosity on full display in south elgin

Generous Businesses and Residents

South Elgin, 

House and 

South Elgin 

Stanley's Ale

so many others par�cipated in countless 
birthday parades. If we missed any donors, 
please know it’s not due to lack of gra�tude. 
Send a note to cpierce@southelgin.com, 
and we’ll be sure to share our thanks via 
social media. Bravo, South Elgin!

Challenging �mes have brought out the 
best in so many residents and businesses. 
From driveway art to food pantry 

dona�ons to unexpected meals for our 
first responders (thank you Village Tavern 
and Louis Angelo’s!), this community can 
be proud of its big heart. Debbie Flick and 
Laura Scola sewed and donated more 
than 100 masks for our first responders. 
We also received PPE dona�ons from 
Hoffer and Na�onal Karate School. Chad's 
Towing, South Elgin Police Department, 

Dairy Queen 

When Stacy Lazzara heard from a friend in 
Florida that her South Elgin driveway art 
appeared on The Today Show, she couldn’t 
believe it. “But with the hour �me 
difference from the east coast, we had a 
chance to see it. Pre�y crazy!” Lazzara’s 
asphalt canvas comes to life with her 
daughters Ashlyn and Averie posing within 
the chalk drawing adventures wearing an 
inspired, clever array of costumes.

Fire District, 

The whole world has seen the Lazzara family’s South Elgin driveway. 
Stacy’s artwork has been featured by websites, TV and 

radio sta�ons and even a certain Village newsle�er! 
Read and see more at h�ps://bit.ly/PopSugarLazzaraDriveway
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A hiatus for 2020 national 
night out celebration

Promotions for Brian polkinghorn and Nate gammon

Village earns financial
reporting recognition

Prior to COVID-19 concerns, the South 
Elgin Police Department made the 
difficult decision to cancel Na�onal Night 
Out this summer. Re�rements and a few 
key injuries hampered the hours 
available to coordinate a full week of 
ac�vi�es followed by the community-
wide block party. Now, as the 
department re-tools with new officers, 
and exis�ng staff tackles different or 
addi�onal roles, Police Chief Jerry 
Krawczyk has placed “serve and protect” 
as this summer’s only focus.
 Last year’s Na�onal Night Out week 
earned South Elgin a Top 5 ranking for 
communi�es between 15,000 and 
50,000 popula�on. We look forward to 
2021’s celebra�on!

 

Two departmental promo�ons took place 
May 18, 2020. Brian Polkinghorn stepped 
into the Deputy Chief role, and Nate 
Gammon earned a promo�on to Sergeant.  
 Brian has been with the department 
for 20 years as a Patrol Officer, Field 
Training Officer, Detec�ve and served on 
the ILEAS (Illinois Law Enforcement Alarm 
System) Mobile Field Force. A Sergeant 
since 2016, Brian also serves as the 
Assistant Commander for the Kane 
County Major Crimes Task Force. Nate  
has been with the department for almost 

14 years as a Patrol Officer, Field Training 
Officer, Evidence Technician and 
Detec�ve.  He  serves on the Kane County 
Major Crimes Task Force as an Evidence 
Technician.  Congrats to Brian and Nate!      

 Ci�ng our report’s understandability, 
reader appeal and 
ease of distribu�on, 
this is the first �me 
South Elgin has 
earned such a 
dis�nc�on. “The 
Village is dedicated 
to using tax payer 
dollars responsibly 
and transparently,” 
said Administra�ve Services Director 
Megan Golden. “And the PAFR helps show 
residents how the Village is doing just that. 
It is an honor to be recognized for our 
efforts from an organiza�on that has the 
same goals.”

 

 To see a copy of the 2019 report, 
visit www.southelgin.com. Hover over 
Government on the home page and 
select Transparency Portal from the drop 
down menu. Within the Transparency 
Portal, select Financial Documents and 
click on Popular Annual Financial Report.

The Popular Annual Financial Report 
(PAFR) is a summarized version of a 
municipality’s Comprehensive Annual 
Financial Report. The Government 
Finance Officers Associa�on (GFOA) 
recently selected South Elgin for the 
Award for Outstanding Achievement for 
our fiscal year 2019 PAFR. 

Mike Doty served in the Air Force, met his future bride 
while sta�oned in Spain and eventually joined the South 
Elgin Police Department. A�er 23 years, he re�red May 
15, 2020. Ini�ally a patrol officer, Mike became a 
detec�ve, then a narco�cs inves�gator, patrol sergeant, 
detec�ve sergeant, administra�ve sergeant, Public 
Informa�on Officer and Deputy Chief of Adminstra�on. 
Based on the outpouring of well-wishes shared during 
his re�rement parade, Mike earned plenty of 
admira�on for his integrity and decency. As Police Chief 
Jerry Krawczyk said, “Mike Doty’s hard work, dedica�on 
and commitment to the men and women of the South 
Elgin Police Department and to the ci�zens of South 
Elgin has made South Elgin a be�er place. “

deputy chief mike doty retires after 23 years with sepd

The South Elgin Police Department welcomes three new officers to the Village: 
Cory Lamasky started with the Village in December 2019 and is comple�ng his training 
with the Suburban Law Enforcement Academy. He earned his Bachelor's degree from 
Northern Illinois University, and worked for the Amateur Hockey Associa�on of Illinois as 
a referee, mentor, and evaluator. Joseph Schaberger became a sworn in officer May 1, 
2020. With a criminology degree from University of Illinois, Joe received his Illinois Law 
Enforcement Training and Standards Board cer�fica�on while a police officer for 
Chicago. Peter Tschammer started with the Village in December 2019 and is comple�ng 
his training with the Suburban 
Law Enforcement Academy. He 
holds a Bachelor's degree from 
Illinois State University and 
previously worked as a full 
�me custodian/HVAC 
technician for Schaumburg 
School District 54. Welcome to 
South Elgin! Lamasky Schaberger

Polkinghorn

Tschammer

Gammon

Re�red Deputy Chief
Mike Doty

Three Officers join South Elgin Police Department

If you like it, 
lock it.

If you like it, 
lock it.

The South Elgin Police reminds you...

Popular Annual Financial Report
2019 Fiscal year ending April 30, 2019

.  .southelgin.com    Village Light   Summer 2020
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taking shape
Construction Continues at Panton Mill Park

  Panton Mill Park, home of Riverfest and adjacent to 
Village Hall, is in the midst of a transforma�on. This 

summer, we’re adding a permanent sound stage, large 
pavilion, restroom and concessions building, walking paths, 
streetscape ligh�ng and a splash pad. 
 With the picturesque Fox River as its backdrop, the 
fes�val-styled park will offer great sight lines to the 
entertainment stage and a wide-array of reasons for the 
community and region to gather. “Make no mistake, this is 
also an economic development project for South Elgin,” 
said Village Administrator, Steve Super. “It will certainly 
a�ract more businesses, restaurants and development to 
our Village Center.” 

Long before terminology like COVID-19 and Social 
Distancing became commonplace, the Village implemented 
plans based on other, more socially-inclusive terms, such 
as: concerts in the park, art fes�vals, mar�al arts 
demonstra�ons, family reunions, weddings and walk-a-
thons. We expect all of these gathering opportuni�es will 
become familiar again. And when they do, South Elgin will 
have a new showcase loca�on for all of them in our Village 
Center. 

Panton Mill Park demonstrates how effec�ve planning truly pays 
off. Park development fees provided by new housing 
developments and tax revenue from business growth along Route 
31 and Bowes Road (dedicated specifically for parks and 
economic development) have provided the funding for this 
addi�on to the Village. The es�mated cost for the project is $4.5 
million with no tax increase to residents. South Elgin offers one of 
the most accessible green-space stretches along the Fox River. 
With upcoming bike path improvements, addi�onal residen�al 
growth and the award-winning SEBA Park, the Village Center is 
poised for even more investment by businesses and developers.  
For more informa�on, visit southelgin.com/PantonMillParkProject

funding a festival-style park

What’s included? A 4500 square foot pavilion, a permanent sound stage, a comfort sta�on with restrooms and concessions, 
pathways connec�ng to SEBA Park and the Fox River Trail, splash pad, a new u�lity bill drop box loca�on and more.
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Pictures 1 and 2: South-facing view of future walking paths

Picture 6: Panton Mill Park construc�on site

Picture 3: Looking south from future home of the permanent sound stage
Picture 4: Looking southwest toward new restroom/concession stand facility
Picture 5: Future site of U�lity Bill Drop Box on Spring Street 

AT THE CONSTRUCTION SITE

1 2

3

4 5
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Following the contractor bid process, the 
following roads are scheduled for 
resurfacing or reconstruc�on by the Village 
of South Elgin during summer 2020: 
Andover Court, Birch Lane, Cli�on Court, 
Exeter Lane, Hobart Court, Hobart Drive, 
Jenna Court, Jenna Drive, North Pembroke 
Drive, South Pembroke Drive, Sheffield 
Court, Timber Lane, Weston Court, 
Woodland Drive. Please visit 
southelgin.com/StreetProgram for updates. 
Ques�ons? Call Public Works at 847-695-
2742.

 Street signs are rou�nely replaced 
during a major road construc�on event due 
to loss of reflec�vity over the course of the 
20-30 years they are facing the elements. 
 The new design appearing in 
neighborhoods where last year’s road 
maintenance took place begins bringing the 
Village signs up to mandated safety 
standards – sign size, le�ering, reflec�vity, 
colors. The Board of Trustees adopted the 
white with black le�ering color scheme for 
maximum visibility. The poles the signs are 
mounted on have also been updated. Many 
of the older poles have rusted and become 
a maintenance issue. We expect the new 
poles will be�er resist corrosion.

As part of last year’s street maintenance 
program, the Village has recently begun 
replacing street signs and poles as part of 
the construc�on process. The contractor 
had a delay ge�ng them placed when last 
fall quickly turned into winter, and 
completed this por�on of the contract this 
spring. 

2020 Annual street 
maintenance program

New street sign style
appearing in village

.  .southelgin.com    Village Light   Summer 2020
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The Parks & Rec Department has assembled a variety of online content - 
everything from quick DIY cra� videos to to Virtual Fishing Derbies to 
Virtual Marathons and neighborhood adventures. You can see all of the 
free content, and a few of the paid program op�ons as well at: 
www.southelgin.com/virtualprogramming

The Uncertain Summer Ahead
The Parks & Rec summer brochure will 
be available June 1 at 
southelgin.com/recrea�on. It will not 
contain all of the familiar mainstay 
ac�vi�es and events. And the content 
it does contain will remain a bit 
uncertain. We don’t have a crystal ball 
to know how summer camp will 
unfold or movie nights will take place. 
We will assess on a weekly basis and 
encourage you to visit our website 
and Facebook.com/SouthElgin for 
updates and informa�on. 
 In the mean�me, please check out 
southelgin.com/virtualprogramming 
for details about our virtual fishing 
derby June 14-21, our 30-day virtual 
marathon and neighborhood 
adventures such as I Spy South Elgin, 
Clue and other games we’ll con�nue 
to add. Thank you for your pa�ence. 
Stay-tuned and we’ll do our best to 
provide as much normal summer as 
possible. 

VIR LT AUPROGRAMMING

Community Garden Plots
Now Open  Now Available.

Tilled  Compost available  Water available . .

Two convenient locations  $30 for entire season.

Call 847-622-0003

Summer Food Trucks are Back!

southelgin.com/foodtrucks
Wednesdays
June thru 
August

11am-2pm

SEBA Park

The South Elgin Parks & Recreation Department is dedicated to the administration 

and operation of parks, programs, open spaces and recreational facilities that 

enhance the quality of life for residents and guests of the Village.

Highlights Inside
Tuna Kahuna

4th of July Parade

Summer Fun

............................6

....................7

......................10-12

Summer          Your Guide to
Programs & Events 2020

Schedule subject to change
Please conrm each week at southelgin.com/foodtrucks
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Calendar of Events

19 Planning & Zoning - 7 pm

22 Virtual Coffee w Mayor - 7 pm

10 Food Truck** - 11 am-2 pm

6 Village Board Mee�ng - 7 pm

1 Summer Camp begins*

16 Police Pension Mee�ng - 4 pm

29 Food Truck** - 11 am - 2 pm

July

**Visit southelgin.com/foodtrucks for 

details and updates

5 Food Truck** - 11 am - 2 pm

15 Village Board Mee�ng - 7 pm

19 Food Truck** - 11 am - 2 pm

3 Administra�ve Offices Closed

8 Food Truck** - 11am - 2 pm

3 Village Board Mee�ng - 7 pm

17 Village Board Mee�ng - 7 pm

17 Food Truck** - 11 am - 2 pm

August

17 Planning & Zoning - 7 pm

1 Village Board Mee�ng - 7 pm

15 Planning & Zoning - 7 pm

22 Food Truck** - 11 am - 2 pm

12 Food Truck** - 11 am - 2 pm

15 Food Truck** - 11 am - 2 pm

1 Food Truck** - 11 am - 2 pm

11 Unplug Illinois* - TBD

3 Food Truck** - 11 am-2 pm

June

14 Virtual Fishing Derby begins

24 Food Truck** - 11 am - 2 pm

20 Village Board Mee�ng - 7 pm

26 Food Truck** - 11 am - 2 pm

*Summer Camp and all recrea�onal 

programs are subject to change due to 

COVID-19 precau�ons

24 Recrea�on Board Mee�ng - 6:30 pm

www.southelgin.com/virtualprogramming 

includes informa�on about new online 

events and informa�on

The South Elgin Economic Development 

Council (SEED) recognizes South Elgin 

businesses and organiza�ons with 

awards for their contribu�ons to the 

business community throughout the 

year. Annually, the community and SEED 

Board of Directors select winners across 

several categories. For 2019, SEED wishes 

to recognize:

Business of the Year: Dairy Queen, 712 

McLean Boulevard. “Through social 

media we asked for feedback on great 

businesses in South Elgin, and Dairy 

Queen quickly rose to the top,” SEED 

Chairman Tim Kolb said.  They are 

suppor�ve of SEED, the Village, and so 

many of our local chari�es and events.

Rookie Business of the Year: Dogtopia, 

580 Randall Road. This award is voted 

onby the public through social media. 

SEED noted the company's unique 

approach to dog day care, boarding and 

spa services. “The first year can be 

challenging, and Dogtopia's customers are 

passionate about this business,” Kolb said.

Chairman's Award: Village Tavern & 

Grill, 464 Redington Road. Each year, the 

SEED Chairman chooses to recognize one

South Elgin community organiza�on with

the Chairman's Award. Kolb said, “I 

nominated the Village Tavern because of 

their generosity to the community and it’s 

a great restaurant for families and 

groups.”

 South Elgin is fortunate to have a 

dedicated and crea�ve business community. 

SEED and the Village recognize this is a 

difficult �me for many businesses, and 

many have had to adapt, finding different 

ways to provide services.  Please support 

these and other fantas�c South Elgin 

businesses by shopping and dining local 

when you can. 

SEED recognizes South Elgin Businesses of the Year

Welcome new businesses to south elgin
The South Elgin Community Development Department and South Elgin 
Economic Development (SEED) welcome the following businesses to 
the Village as of May 13, 2020:

Ÿ Elite Telecommunica�ons, Inc. - 301 Woodbury Street (Cable TV & Internet 
Installa�on)

Ÿ Dee's Place - 558 Randall Road (Restaurant & Live Entertainment)   

For future South Elgin business inquiries: SEED, PO Box 678, South Elgin, IL 60177 
Ÿ 847-742-SEED (7333)   seedsouthelgin.com contact@seedsouthelgin.com

Ÿ Michael's Store - 436 Randall Road (Arts & Cra�s Retail Store)  

More than a business owner, Steve Gordon
can be seen volunteering his �me 

or dona�ng his DQ treats 
at a variety of South Elgin events.

When the east side sta�on opened in April, and the main 

headquarters sta�on opens on Spring Street (mid-June), 

South Elgin Fire District will have three state-of-the-art 

facili�es providing excellent access for all parts of the 

Village. Assistant Fire Chief Mike Rotheker said, “We’re 

looking forward to hos�ng an open house for the public 

once it’s safe to do so.”

two new fire stations open; same great firefighters, now with speedier response time

.  .southelgin.com    Village Light   Summer 2020
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Congrats to All South Elgin Graduates!Congrats to All South Elgin Graduates!

CLASS OF
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Back: Trustees Mike Kolodziej, Jennifer 
Barconi, Lisa Guess and Village 
President Steve Ward

Front: Trustees John Sweet, Sco� 
Richmond, Greg Lieser and Village Clerk 
Margo Gray

Contact Us
Village Hall

Public Works

Parks & Recrea�on

Community Development 

Village Administrator 

10 N Water St., South Elgin, IL 60177 

Emergency

M��� �������� ��: 

Police Administra�on

Village of South Elgin

village board of trustees

 847-742-5780

911

847-695-2742

847-741-3894

847-622-0003

847-741-2151

Our Village President (and our Barber-in-Chief), Steve Ward has 
served the Village of South Elgin since 1992 as a member of the 
Planning & Zoning Commission (1992 – 2001), Village Trustee 
(2001 – 2013) and current Village President since 2013. 

What will the water bill credit do for residents of the Village?

 President Ward and his wife Nancy are married with five 
children, and he has called South Elgin home since 1988. When 
not presiding over Board mee�ngs and a�ending community 
events, Steve Ward owns Ralph's Barber Shop in Elgin (his 
father, Ralph Ward, originally owned the namesake shop), where he has cut hair 
since 1977. President Ward took �me in May to answer a few ques�ons:

While everyone will receive the same amount, we understand every household is 
different. Some people haven’t worked in weeks or months. Others are doing fine 
financially but hur�ng in other ways. We thought it best to give everyone 
(residents and businesses) the same $60 total credit. If you don't need the credit, 
we hope you’ll buy an extra dinner from a South Elgin restaurant, or buy groceries 
for the food pantry. We really are in this together. (See details about water bill 
credit on page 1)

I'm a people person. I talk to customers all day. I haven't hugged my mom since 
March. I've finished so many house projects and I'm ready to re-open the barber 
shop. I miss all of the regular interac�on in a day.

What do you look forward to when life gets closer to normal?

From a staff perspec�ve, we haven't skipped a beat. This has stretched so long 
we've had everything from snow plowing to tree plan�ng. We’ve replaced 
recrea�onal ac�vi�es with birthday parades and other programs. We’ve had 
re�rements, Zoom Board mee�ngs and we haven't lost a stride. From a 
community perspec�ve, I see more neighbors talking with other neighbors – from 
a distance of course. People were so busy you would only see them when they 
took out the garbage. Now we're walking, talking and that's been great. I hope we 
cherish those moments and keep doing them when life gets busy again.

The Village Light will happily include ques�ons for the Village President submi�ed 
by residents of South Elgin. Please email ques�ons to: cpierce@southelgin.com.

How has South Elgin handled this strange �me in history?

A Little Off the Top

3 Questions for the Village President

code. Visit southelgin.com/

details.

VIRTUAL COFFEE WITH THE MAYOR
Un�l we can host in-person Q&A 
sessions, join the chat online!

7pm-8pm
Monday, June 22 

Must register to get access

virtualprogramming for
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